
City of Conway 
Tree Preservation 

Ordinance 
Overview 

Some Important Things to Know: 

• If you hire someone to trim or remove a 
tree, they must have a City of Conway 
business license and must remove the tree 
debris from your property; the Solid Waste 
department will not pick that up.

• Conway has a list of protected trees (see 
other side of this brochure) that may not 
be removed without a permit from the 
City Arborist. Protected status is 
determined by the species type and size. 
In addition to those trees, any Live Oak 
tree in the City of Conway that is more 
than 30 inches around (measured as the 
diameter at breast height, or d.b.h. ) is 
considered a landmark tree and requires 
review and approval before removing.

• Any removal of landmark or protected 
trees may be required to be mitigated. 
This could mean planting new trees to 
replace trees lost, or pay a fee, or both.

• There is no fee required for a tree permit.

• If you remove trees from a site without a 
permit, the City of Conway may issue a 
fine of 10 cents per square foot of land –
around $4,500 per acre – where the trees 
were removed. Additionally, any work 
done in the City without a permit is 

subject to fines of up to $1,100 per day. 

Need more info? Contact the City’s
Arborist / Landscape Planner at 

843-397-2537 or trees@cityofconway.com. 

Preservation of trees 
and natural vegetation 
is deeply rooted in the 

history of Conway. 

Few communities  
build streets around trees 

as Conway does. 

Few communities  
attach names and historical 

significance to particular 
trees as Conway does. 

Few communities  
have residents like  

Mrs. Mary Beaty, who stood 
on Main Street with a loaded 
shotgun to defend the live 
oaks from the new railroad 

in 1887. 

Adapted from Section 3-4-1 of the City of Conway 
Municipal Code 

To View the Full  
Tree Preservation Ordinance 

Online: 
https://bit.ly/ConwayTreeLaws  

https://bit.ly/ConwayTreeLaws


 

  
Common Name Latin Name Code Limits 

in d.b.h.* Size Height at 
Maturity Growth Rate Canopy 

Width Site Benefits Local importance 

1 Flowering 
Dogwood Cornus florida 4″ d.b.h. or 

greater Medium 25' Med (13-
24"/yr) 40' 

"Great option" to plant near utility lines, 
large buildings; good screening effect 

Versatile; popular blooms; medicinal value 
of bark for tea; wood is used for golf club 
heads; graceful branching 

2 Crape Myrtle Lagerstroemia 
indica 

4″ d.b.h. or 
greater 

Small (in tree 
form) 15-25' Fast 

(>24"/yr) 25-30' 

Suited for hot climates; showy flowers 
attract pollinators; grows well in limited 
soil space; low maintenance 

Hearty, easy to plant, qualifies as shrub or 
tree depending on maintenance 

3 Redbud Cercis Canadensis 4″ d.b.h. or 
greater Med-large 25 - 35' Med (13-

24"/yr) 25-35' 
Pink flowering in spring; flowers at early 
age; "graceful" crown; butterfly magnet 

Native to the area; color occurs from both 
blooms and leaves 

4 American Holly Ilex opaca 8″ d.b.h. or 
greater Large 40 - 50' Slow (<12" to 

24"/yr) 18-40' 

Habitat for songbirds; gives natural 
defense when planted under windows; 
can be tree form or hedge 

Christian symbol for thorns and blood of 
Christ used in Christmas decorations 

5 Live Oak Quercus virginiana 8″ d.b.h. or 
greater Large 40 - 80' Med (13-

24"/yr) 60-120' 
Adaptable; grows rapidly when young; 
can live for centuries 

Symbol of Horry County; important to 
Conway streetscapes; superior wind 
resistance 

6 Southern 
Magnolia 

Magnolia 
grandiflora 

8″ d.b.h. or 
greater Large 60 - 80' Slow (<12" to 

24"/yr) 40' 

Desirous flowers with rich fragrance; 
fruit is tempting to squirrels, rabbits, 
birds 

Can withstand some flooding; moderate 
drought tolerance; "entwined with the 
history of the South" 

7 Red maple Acer rubrum 8″ d.b.h. or 
greater Large 40 - 60' Med (13-

24"/yr) 30' 
Colorful tree year-round; food for 
rabbits and deer 

Popular tree with colorful leaves 

8 Bald cypress Taxodium 
distichum 

8″ d.b.h. or 
greater Large 50 - 70' Med (13-

24"/yr) 35' 
Grows in swampy areas and supports 
wetland ecosystems 

Can withstand flooding; tolerant to air 
pollution; good for parking lots and 
wetlands 

9 River Birch Betula nigra 8″ d.b.h. or 
greater Large 40 - 70' Med (13-

24"/yr) 50' 
Tolerates moderate flooding and 
drought; borer-resistant; songbirds eat 
the seeds 

Naturally grows along riverbanks; can 
withstand flooding; holds stream bank 
erosion in check 

10 
Sycamore (aka 
American 
planetree) 

Plantanus 
occidentalis 

8″ d.b.h. or 
greater Large 75 - 100' Fast 

(>24"/yr) 70' 

Multiple birds nest in and feed on the 
tree; best for large-scale landscaping; 
attractive bark 

Native  to lowlands and flood plains; used 
for canoes by Native Americans; provides 
considerable shade in parks 

11 Most Oak 
Species Quercus 14″ d.b.h. or 

greater Large 40 - 80' Fast to Med   
Adapted to wet, swampy areas but is 
good  in other well-drained sites 

See "live oak" 

11 White Oak Quercus alba 14" d.b.h. or 
greater Large 40-80' Fast to Med 50-80' 

Adapted to wet, swampy areas but can 
be used in other well-drained sites 

See "live oak" 

11 Overcup Oak Quercus lyrata 14" d.b.h. or 
greater Medium 30-40' Med (13 - 

24"/yr) 35-50' 
Nuts are popular with wildlife; does well 
in tree pits/parking lot island/highway 
median 

Native; resistant to breakage; holds up well 
in extended flood conditions 

11 Shumard Oak Quercus shumardii 14" d.b.h. or 
greater Large 55-80' Med (13-

24"/yr) 40-60' 
Acorns are popular with wildlife; highly 
stress tolerant 

Native; urban tolerant; creates closed 
street canopy in 20 years 

11 Willow Oak Quercus phellos 14" d.b.h. or 
greater Large 60-75' Fast 

(>24"/yr) 30-40' 

Excellent shade; fruit appeals to 
squirrels/mammals; high drought 
tolerance 

Native; urban tolerant;  "excellent" street 
tree; wind-heardy; grows well in wetlands 
and floodplains 

*”d.b.h.” refers to “diameter at breast height” and is found by standing next to a tree and measuring around the trunk of the tree (the circumference), keeping the measuring tape  at a height of about 4’ off the ground. 
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